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MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 





The Minnesota Library Association will 
meet in St. Paul at the Lowry Hotel, No- 
vember 8, 9 and 10. The Lowry Hotel has 
recently been opened and offers very pleas- 
ant accommodations at a reasonable rate. 


Hotel Rates—Rates on rooms both sin- 
gle and double are as follows: 
$2.00, $2.50 and $3.00 single 
$3.00, $3.50 and $4.00 double 
All rooms with private bath. 
The banquet on the evening of Novem- 
ber 8 will be served at $1.25 per plate. 


Membership—Miss Adelaide Rood, libra- 
rian, Sumner 
lis, Secretary of the Association, 


Branch Library, Minneapo- 
reports 
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that membership dues are coming in very 
satisfactorily. 

Travel Certificates—Al] members of the 
Association will be granted the fare and 
one-half rate in attending the state meet- 


ing using the identification certificates 
which will be supplied by Mr. C. G. 


Schulz, Secretary of the Minnesota Educa- 
tion Association. These certificates will be 
sent to members just before the conven- 
tion. By means of these certificates each 
persoh may purchase a round trip ticket 
at the reduced rate. 

Make request of Mr. C. G. Schulz for this 
railway certificate between October 15 
and 25. 

Attendance at the Minnesota Education 
Association—Arrangements will be made 






























































to admit members of the Minnesota Libra- 
ry Association to the programs of the Min- 
nesota Education Association. 


Program—The final program of the 
Library Association will appear in the Sep- 
tember issue of ‘‘Library Notes and News.”’ 
Miss Margaret Mann of the Library School 
at the University of Michigan and author 
of the official A. L. A. textbook on catalog- 
ing will be honor guest of the convention. 
Miss Mann has had a very unusual experi- 
ence in various types of libraries. The 
two years spent in the Paris Library 
School as instructor in cataloging were 
particularly interesting. 

An outstanding feature of the meeting 
will be the discussion of public library ad- 
ministration both from the viewpoint of 
trustees and librarians. It is hoped that 
there may be a representative gathering of 
trustees. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Toronto Conterence 


June 20-25 


The tentative program and schedule of 
meetings for the Toronto Conference was 
printed in the May bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. There will be 
four general sessions and the usual meet- 
ings of sections and round tables. Presi- 
dent Locke has guaranteed that no session 
will last more than two hours, so there will 
be ample time for personal conferences and 
getting acquainted. 

Among the distinguished speakers will 
be Sir Robert Faleoner, President, Univer- 
sity of Toronto; Justice William Renwick 
tiddell, of the Supreme Court of Ontario, 
and Christopher Morley. 


Headquarters—The University of Tor- 
onto will be headquarters and a large num- 
ber of delegates will be accommodated at 
the University residences, where a rate of 
$20 for the conference week, including 
meals at Hart House, is offered. 


Travel—Toronto is easily reached by 
rail or boat. By rail, through Chicago, via 
the Grand Trunk or over the Soo. By 
rail and boat via the Soo. It is expected 
that arrangements will be made for a spe 
cial car from Minneapolis by rail to the 
Soo and thence by boat to Toronto. Other 
libraries desiring accommodations might 
write to J. O. Haugum, Soo Line, Minne- 
apolis. <A special party will leave Chicago 
Sunday, June 19, at 5 p. m., going via 
Niagara Falls. For full information ad- 
dress John F. Phelan, Publie Library, Chi- 
cago. 

A special rate of a fare and one-half on 
the certificate plan has been granted, lim- 
ited June 15-July 3. The usual summer 
tourist rates will be in effect for those who 
wish to remain longer. 
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SUMMER LIBRARY 








COURSES 

An important change has been made in 
the plans for Library TrainIng in the Upj- 
versity Summer Session since the bulletin 
issued March 19th. In response to the jp- 
sistent demand for a course in cataloging, 
arrangements have been made to offer a 
combined course in cataloging and elagsi- 
fication. This will be given by Alma Pen- 
rose, Librarian of the University High 
School, and the two courses in book-selee. 
tion will be combined, given by Harriet 
A. Wood. 


The following courses will be offered: 


Cataloging and Classification, by Alma 
M. Penrose, Librarian, University High 
School. The fundamental processes of 
classifying books by the Dewey Decimal 
system, and of making a dictionary ecard 
catalog, will be taught.-. (3 credits, 2nd 
hour) 


Book Selection, by Harriet A. Wood, 
Assistant Director of Libraries and Super- 
visor School Libraries. Principles under- 
lying the selection of books for public and 
school libraries, applied to the average 
community and_ school. Discussion and 
examination of typical books in all classes, 
(3 eredits, 3rd hour) 


teference, by Frank K. Walter, Libra- 
rian, University of Minnesota. Selection 
and use of typical reference material. 
Lectures, problems and discussions. (3 
credits, 4th hour) 


Library Administration, by Clara F. 
Baldwin, Director of Libraries, Minnesota 
Department of Education. The essentials 
of publie library organization, including 
business management, plans of work, rela- 
tions with the community, extension and 
publicity. (2 credits, lst hour) 


School Library Organization and Ad- 
ministration, by Miss Penrose. Discusses 
the funetion of the library in the school, 
with instruction in making and using sim- 
ple library records, keeping books in or- 
der and repair, practice in preparing books 
for the shelves, mending, ete. (3 credits, 
ist hour) 

Credits towards a Bachelor’s degree will 
be given to students with at least two 
years’ credit of college work. Others who 
are employed in regular publie or school 
library positions, may be admitted as “no 
credit’ students on presentation of satis 
factory evidence of ability. Their credet- 
tials must be approved by the Library Divi- 
sion of the State Department of Education, 
St. Paul. Application for admission to the 
courses should be made as early as possi- 
ble. Formal registration takes place on 
June 17-18. 
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TWIN CITY LIBRARY CLUB 


The spring meeting of the Twin City 
Library Club for 1927 was held Thursday 
evening, May 5, at the Women’s City Club 
in St. Paul. Lovely place cards on the 
dinner tables with the dates 1906-1927, 
expressed the fact that this was the twen- 
ty-first anniversary of the founding of the 
organization. As guests to help celebrate 
this important occasion, there were Miss 
Countryman, Librarian of the Minneapolis 
Public Library; Miss Baldwin of the Libra- 
rv Division of the Department of Educa- 
tion, and Dr. and Mrs. Upham of St. Paul. 


Shortly before the dinner was over, the 
president, Miss Myra W. Buell, made a few 
announcements, after which the secretary 
read an interesting little note from Dr. 
Folwell in which he expressed his regret 
that he and Mrs. Folwell could not be pres- 
ent as guests of the Club on this particu- 
lar oceasion. *Dr. Hosmer was also un- 
able to be present on account of illness. 
The reading of the minutes for the last 
meeting was dispensed with, as they had 
already been published in Minnesota Libra- 
ry Notes and News. 


After the announcements were made, 
those present adjourned to the Historical 
Society building, where short addresses of 
welcome were made by Mr. Babcock on 
behalf of the Minnesota Historical Society, 
and Miss Baldwin on behalf of the Library 
Division of the Department of Education. 
After some musical numbers, a tour of the 
Historical building was made by those who 
were interested in seeing it. The Museum, 
the Manuscript room, and the Library Divi- 
sion of the Department of Education were 
visited as well as other places of interest. 
Those who eared for different entertain- 
ment plaved cards. Light refreshments 
which were served during the evening and 
Victrola musie helped all to enjoy the oc- 
casion. 

GAIL STAHL, 


Secretary. 





HOSPITAL LIBRARIANS 


The Hospital Librarians held their 
March meeting at the Women’s City Club, 
St. Paul. Miss Perrie Jones led an in- 
formal discussion on books for hospital 
use. 

On the first Tuesday in April Mrs. Bailey 
made arrangements so that the Hospital 
Librarians of the two cities and their 
friends could have dinner and conversa- 
tion at the Grey Gables in S. E. Minne- 
apolis. We were very fortunate in our 


Flowers 


‘Dr. Hosmer died on May 11th. 
Were sent by the Library Club. 
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friends that night. They came in valiant 
numbers and included among others Miss 
Mary E. Gladwin, State Educational Di- 
rector of Nursing, who spoke on special 
work with nurses; Dean Lyon of the Med- 
ical School and Mrs. Lyon, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank K. Walter, Miss Vannier, Director 
of the Central School of Nursing, Miss 
Lyons of the Medical Library of the Uni- 
versity, Miss M. E. Carey, Miss Country- 
man and Mr. Wheelock. 

Following Miss Gladwin’s very pertinent 
and convincing remarks on the nurses’ 
needs in the way of reading, there was 
some good general discussion on what 
should be included in a short course of 
talks to nurses by the hospital librarian. 
Miss Gladwin very tellingly urged that any 
such lectures be recreational, that the sub- 
ject matter be presented so as to instill 
a love of beauty, a joy of life, a seeking 
for rare and lovely things. This method, 
it might be added, could be used to ad- 
vantage on librarians as well as on nurses. 
In short the idea was to make them yearn 
to read rather than to be weighed down 
with the idea that they should. 

Various suggestions and plans for the 
future were brought up and carried over 
to another season as this is the last regular 
meeting of the vear. 

The last meeting for the season was a 
picnic May 21st at the home of Mrs. Liv- 
ingston in Robbinsdale. A Chinese girl 
who has had experience in the Chinese hos- 
pitals was the speaker, and a picnic sup- 
per was served. 


LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 
Willmar, June 9-10, 1927 


The Lake Region Library Club will meet 
in Willmar, June 9th and 10th. 

The meeting will be called to order 
Thursday afternoon with a roll-eall of 
members, followed by papers chiefly on 
book selection. In the evening the libra- 
rians will be guests of the Willmar library 
board at dinner, followed by short speeches 
on recent library developments. On Fri- 
day morning, the discussion of practical 
problems will be continued, and the ses- 
sions will close with an auto ride after 
luncheon. 





LIBRARY AIDS 


Booklist Books—The 1926 selection of 
outstanding books of the year, as voted by 
representative librarians, has just recently 
been published. This is a valuable check- 
list, copies of which may be borrowed 
from the Traveling Library or bought 
from the American Library Association for 
forty-five cents. <A special section devoted 
to the most important technical books for 
small or medium-sized libraries is particu- 
larly helpful, since most librarians cannot 
feel competent to purchase books in this 
field without expert advice. 

The Catalog, by Harriet E. Howe, is a 














revision of Chapter 19 in the Manual of 
Library Economy, issued by the American 
Library Association. An explanation is 
given of the purpose, form and kinds of 
catalog and there is a discussion of sub- 
ject headings, printed cards, card catalog 
equipment, the organization of the depart- 
ment and the characteristics of the ideal 
cataloger. 

The Library without the Walls is one of 
the Classics of American Librarianship 
series and gives reprints of papers and ad- 
dresses ‘‘devoted to the circulation of the 
book in its various phases; that is, to the 
library’s activities without its walls,’’ as 
described in ‘“‘early papers expressing ideas 
that have developed more fully in later 
years.’’ The selection has been made by 
Laura M. Janzow of the St. Louis Public 
Library. Early discussions of the open 
shelf, branch libraries, library extension, 
interlibrary loans, work with the blind 
and the foreign-born, make _ interesting 
professional reading. The future of the 
free public library, as prophesied by Lewis 
H. Steiner, in a Library Journal of 1890, 
is as much of a challenge today as it was 
forty-seven years ago. 


A List of Swedish Books, 1875-1925— 
Minnesota librarians have many Swedish 
patrons who wish to read books in their 
own tongue. A valuable aid in selecting 
these titles is this new list, compiled by 
Aksel G. S. Josephson and published by 
the American Library Association for $.75 
a copy. Mr. Josephson has had three 
groups in mind while preparing this list: 
immigrants from Sweden, students of 
Swedish literature and business men de- 
siring information about the commerce, in- 
dustry and natural resources of Sweden. 
Thus the first section lists selections from 
Swedish National Literature; the second, 
books about Sweden and the Swedish peo- 
ple. The American Library Association 
reports that the limited demand for for- 
eign language lists means small editions 
and relatively high costs. If the Swedish 
list sells well it will encourage the Edi- 
torial Committee to undertake other lists 
for which there have been repeated re- 
quests. The Association hopes that the 
larger libraries in the state will be able 
to use several copies. Since this list is 
an important piece of work and the selec- 
tion has been made for American libraries, 
there will be a number of Minnesota libra- 
rians who can make good use of this list 
and by purchasing copies, make other lists 
of similar nature available at a moderate 
cost. 

A Little Guide to English Novelists is 
one of the new Lantern Lists compiled by 
Zaidee Brown and published by the H. W. 
Wilson Company at $1.50 a hundred. 
Earlier masters of English fiction and some 
of the most interesting and significant 
present-day novelists are included, with a 
few sentences characterizing each. Sev- 
eral outstanding works are given as the 
best introduction to the enjoyment of these 
writers—books which are in most public 
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libraries. For this reason librarians jp 
libraries of any size should find this list a 
most useable one for distribution and fo 
posting on the library bulletin board. 


To Read Aloud is number seven of the 
Lantern Lists. Stories for all tastes, Books 
of real life, Local color in stories, Essays, 
Stories about children, Fun and satire, ang 
a few entertaining novels are described jn 
one or two informing and interest-stimy- 
lating sentences. Clubs which meet for 
social and other purposes would be glad 
to borrow the suggested books from the 
public library, to help make their gather. 
ings more enjoyable. 


Some Good Historical Novels, another 
Lantern List, will interest those library 
patrons who enjoy fiction which is at the 
same time history. Chronologically ar- 
ranged are the stories of the Ancient 
World, England, France and other coun- 
tries. Many of the titles are often called 
for by high school students, and this list 
will help them to decide which books they 
may care to read as well as guide the 
selection of other book borrowers. 





RECENT BOOKS OF MERIT 


Many librarians are making use of our 
traveling library service to examine each 
quarter the books listed as suitable for 
purchase in small libraries. Generous use 
of this privilege will make your book buy- 
ing more certain of satisfactory results. 
The following are suggested as worthy of 
the attention of librarians with small book 
funds at their disposal: 


Non-Fiction 


Walpole, Hugh. Reading; an essay. 
Harper, 1926, 2.00. 028 
“A pleasant and diverting essay which is 

very much alive and has wit and spontaneity 

enough to convert a_ thorough-going non- 
reader to Mr. Walpole’s convictions.’’—Book- 
list. 

Martin, Everett Dean. Meaning of a lib- 
eral education. Norton, 1926, 3.00. 370 


“The Director of the People’s _ Institute, 
New York City, discusses what education is 
and is not, condemning the utilitarian aim 
so prevalent today and pleading eloquently 
for an education which shall make a_ com- 
plete human being and reveal the spiritual 
values of life.’”—Book Review Digest. 
Mead, Marcia. Homes of character. Dodd, 

1926, 3.50. 728 

“Of all the many books recent years have 
brought forth that advise the layman about 
house-building and house-furnishing, this is 
perhaps the most comprehensive, varied and 
concise, as well as the most practical and 
illuminating ... the copious illustrations are 
especially notable for their artistic excel- 
lence.’”—New York Times. 
Hubbard, Wynant Davis. 

Appleton, 1926, 3.00. 


“The author relates in simple, unpreten- 
tious fashion, his adventures in Africa where 
he captured wild animals for American Z00Ss. 
Emphasis is placed upon the natures and ac- 
tions of the animals rather than upon the 
skill of the huntsman. There is humor In 
the account and a rare sense of animal indi- 
vidualities.”—Booklist. 





Wild animals. 
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Drew, Elizabeth A. The modern novel. 
Harcourt, 1926, 2.00. 823 


“These are intelligent and extraordinarily 
well expressed critical essays by an English- 
woman who has lectured in America.”— 
x00klist Books. 


Branch, Douglas. Cowboy and his inter- 
preters. Appleton, 1926, 2.50. 917.8 


“A native Texan contrasts the fiction type 
of cowboy with the actual one in this ac- 
count of his work, life, songs, clothes, lan- 
guage and exploits. Some attention is giv- 
en to cowboy literature.”—Booklist Books. 


DeKruif, Paul Henry. Microbe hunters. 
Harcourt, 1926, 3.50. 920 


“Brief biographies of pioneer bacteriolo- 
gists written with a fresh enthusiasm, at 
times with a bantering humor, yet with 
sound knowledge and a fine dramatic sense.” 
—Booklist Books. 


Emerson, Ralph Waldo. Heart of Emer- 
son’s journals, edited by Bliss Perry. 
Houghton, 1926, 3.00. 921 


“The intimacy and informality of expres- 
sion will appeal to many who will for the 
first time meet, Emerson as a man rather 
than as philosopher and poet.”—Independent. 


Woodward, Helen. Through many win- 
dows. Harper, 1926, 2.50. 921 


“This straightforward, honest autobiogra- 
phy of a woman who began in New York as 
an ambitious but incompetent stenographer 
and became the most successful woman in 
the advertising business is delightful read- 
ing.”’—Booklist. 


Gowen, Herbert Henry. Asia; a short his- 
tory from the earliest times to the pres- 
ent day. Little, 1926, 3.50. 950 


“An analysis of a succession of events 
each one followed through as far as the eye 
can see it. Particularly interesting and per- 
tinent are the chapters dealing with Euro- 
pean and American relations with China.”— 
Booklist Books. 


Fiction 
Clifford, Sir Hugh Charles. In days that 
are dead. Doubleday, 1926, 2.00. 


“A collection of short stories based upon 
personal knowledge. They illustrate with 
convincing realism the hazardous life and 
the hardship of British men and women 
forty years ago in Malaya and North 
Borneo.”’—Looklist. 
Freeman, Kathleen. 

court, 1926, 2.50. 


“One of the pleasantest glimpses of aca- 
demic life we have had in years... . It is 
not often that the professor gets a fair deal 
in literature ... written with charm and in- 
fallible good taste.’—Saturday Review. 
Hale, Louise Closser. Canal boat fracas. 

Holt, 1927, 1.75. 

“A short novel on the irresistible theme 
of 4 trip by boat through the most lovely of 
the French canals.” Told with humor and 
charm. 

Hull, Helen R. 

1927, 2.50. 


“A splendidly vital novel” of woman’s de- 
pendence on man, which is not a social his- 
tory but a “spirited chronicle of a brave and 
lonely woman.”—Saturday Review. 
Moray, Alexander. Janet Thurso. 

court, 1926, 2.00. 

“Janet Thurso is a splendid Scotchwoman 


whose character develops in direct propor- 
tion to her husband’s tyranny.”—Booklist. 


Martin Hanner. Har- 





Islanders. Maemillan, 


Har- 





Morrow, Mrs. Honore Willsie. Forever 


free. Morrow, 1927, 2.50. 


“A novel covering two years ‘of Lincoln’s 
life, from his inauguration to the signing of 
the Emancipation Proclamation ... Lincoln 
emerges convincingly real and human in his 
relations with his family and _ friends.”— 
Booklist. 


Peattie, Donald Culross. 
Appleton, 1926, 2.00. 


“This story of the making of a home in 
the country gives pleasant pictures of coun- 
try days and nights throughout the year, 
with special notes on the plant life of each 
season. Has the quiet charm of a book of 
nature essays.’—Wisconsin Library Bulletin. 


Pertwee, Roland. Rivers to cross. Hough- 
ton, 1927, 2.00. 


A “swiftly moving, entertaining, often 
witty and very well-written novel” of ad- 
venture.—New York Times. 


Bounty of earth. 





TRAVELING LIBRARY NOTES 


With reference to the Reading with a 
Purpose courses, it is interesting to know 
that in a little hill town of Massachusetts, 
nine of its 270 inhabitants met regularly 
during the winter to discuss the books rec- 
ommended by Dallas Lore Sharp in Some 
Great American Books, and all nine com- 
pleted the course, including the postmis- 
tress, a young farmer and his wife and 
mother, the minister, the librarian and 
three teachers. In a city in the South, 
eleven high school graduates, who found 
it impossible to go to college, are obtaining 
their education under the direction of the 
high school librarian by means of Reading 
with a Purpose. 

Next fall will see a number of Minnesota 
groups in Stearns county taking up the 
Americans from Abroad course for reading 
and discussion at numerous meetings 
through the winter. Books and outlines 
will be furnished by the Traveling Library 
for this study. Will not Minnesota libra- 
rians write in to this department to tell 
us of such success as they may have had 
with these courses? Plans for next win- 
ter’s reading and study may be made dur- 
ing the summer, counting on the Travel- 
ing Library to supply copies of the courses 
and of the recommended books. 

The selection of books for new traveling 
libraries for next fall’s circulation is prac- 
tically complete. The new libraries will 
include stimulating fiction by Mrs. Ban- 
ning, E. F. Benson, D. C. Fisher, Willa 
Cather, Margaret Deland, Susan Ertz, 
Edna Ferber, Compton Mackenzie, Anne 
Parrish, Grace Richmond, Sabatini, Tark- 
ington, Walpole and many others; travel, 
a-foot and a-sail, in England, France, the 
South Seas, Norway, Corsica, China, 
Czecho-Slovakia, Sweden, Africa and 
South America; books on marketing, gar- 
dening, child care and parent education, 
cooking, radio, nature study, circus life 
and home furnishing; books for children 
with such fascinating titles as Through 
magic casements, Little blue man, Eliza 
and the elves, Taxis and toadstools, Tuck- 





away house, Playmates in print—surely a 
varied collection to suit all tastes. Li- 
brarians who send in early in the fall for 
their traveling library boxes will have the 
first choice, of course. 

Traveling libraries journey to many 
parts of the state and for many purposes. 
Mr. Frank E. Balmer, the leader of the 
County Agents, took with him to a num- 
ber of district conferences a box of books 
for exhibition. These books were princi- 
pally for the personal reading of the 
agents, to be recommended by them in 
turn to their county residents. <A _ letter 
from Mr. Balmer states: ‘‘May I thank 
you for your splendid cooperation in pro- 
viding us with a library for exhibition at 
our district conferences. tee azents 
were quite interested in the box of books 
which yeu sent us. Two more conferences 
are occurring this coming week and after 
they are completed I shall give you a 
more complete report as to their interesi 
in what your department has to offer.’’ 

New titl added to the Internationa! 
Mind Alcove collection include the follow 
ing six books: 

Maliory, Walter H. China, 
Wilstach, Islands of the Mediter- 
ranean. 


land of famine. 
Paul. 


Root, Elihu. Latin-America and the Uni 


ed States 


Dorgeles, Roland. On the Mandarin road. 
Scott, James Brown. The United States 


and France. 
1927 atlas. 

The December, 1926, Library 
Notes and News contains the preliminary 
instructions for librarians wishing to 
ceive these Alcoves for their libraries. 

All requests for books and other mate 
rial sent to the Publie Library at Minne 
apolis from outside Hennepin County are 
referred to the Library Division, so that 
time will be saved for all residents in the 

} 


address their requests and 


issue of 


state if they 


lepartment 


questions directly to this ¢ 
neg libraries may} 


In towns where travel 
be used to advantage by both the 
and publie libraries, 
the children are preferably sent to _ the 
for distribution by the school] libra 
ian, libraries for adults to the publie li 
brary. This plan, of course, is not feasibl: 
in al] places, but may work ad\ 
ously in many towns. 

Some of the new books added to the 
open shelf collection which may be bor 
rowed by librarians to fill requests from 
their patrons are: 


schoo! 


boxes of books foi 


schoo! 


antage 


Fiction 


Banning, Mrs. Margaret Culkin. Pressure. 
Garland, Hamlin. Trailmakers of the 
middle border. 


O’Brien, Edward Joseph Harrington. Best 
short stories of 1926. 


Tarbell, Ida Minerva. 
coln. 


Reporter for Lin- 





Non-Fiction 


Archibald, George Hamilton. 
Sunday-school. 

Beebe, William. Pheasant jungles. 

Bonner, Mary Graham. Parent's guide to 
children’s reading. 


Modern 


Cheley, Frank Hobart. Job of 
dad. 


being a 


Concerning parents; a symposium on pres- 
ent day parenthood. 

Cooper, Courtney Ryley. High country, 

Damresch, Walter Johannes. My musica] 
life. 

Davis, William Steerns. Europe sinee 

Freeman, Lewis Ranssme. By wate 
to Gotham. 

Victorian American, 

Longfellow. 


Gorman, Herbert 8S. 
Henry Wadsworth 


Harlow, Alvin Fay. Old towpaths 


‘ AJ< hin ota? 
Hughes, Rupert. George Washingto 


ursty 
» 


Inge, William Ralph. England. 


Jones, Eli Stanley. Christ of the Indian 
road. 
Lake, Kirscepp. Religion of yesterday and 


tomorrow. 


7 ; = e 
Lindsay, Ferbcs and Winter, Nevin 0. 
Panama and canal today. 


» 


McLaughlin, Jzemes. My friend the Indian. 


Mather, Frank Jewett. History of Italian 
painting. 


Millay, Edna St. Vincent. Kin ich- 
man. 

Miller, Nellie Burget. Livin 

Mukerji, Dhan Gopal. Cast nid g 


Northend, Mary Harrod. \meric¢ ss 

O’Kane, Walter Collins. Trails and sum- 
mits of the Green mountai 

Parker. D. C.. Georges Bizet. 

Powers, Herry Huntington. Art of Flor- 
ence. 

Salzman, Louis Francis. Mnglish life in 
the Middle A 

Tomkins, William. Universal Indian 





<i OT ley y6 y 
sign language 


Van Waters, Miriam. Youth in conflict. 
Weygandt, Cornelius. Century of the Eng 
lish novel. 


° MILDRED L. METHVEN. 





MAGAZINES OFFERED 
Atlantic Monthly, 1901-1924 (nearly com- 
plete) Would like to exchangé with 
any school or library for old copies of 
the National Geographic. 
ROSS LYNCH, Supt. 
Grey Eagle, Minn. 
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JAMES KENDALL HOSMER 
1834-1927 


Dr. James Kendall Hosmer, Librarian of 
the Minneapolis Public Library, 1892-1904, 
passed away at the age of 93 on May 11th. 
In a long and varied career as minister, 
soldier, professor, librarian and writer, he 
knew many people of distinction as _ his- 
torians and litterateurs. It was a rare 
treat on the occasion of his birthday din- 
ners to listen to his reminiscences of such 
people as Charles W. Eliot, Phillips 
Brooks, R. W. Emerson, Louisa M. Alcott, 
‘harles Francis Adams, W. D. Howells 
and John Fiske. His gentle humor and 
tolerant spirit endeared him to all who 
came in contact with him. Dr. Hosmer 
had the degrees of A. B. and A. M. from 
Harvard, of Ph. D. from the University of 
Missouri, and of L. L. D. from Washington 
University, St. Louis. In 1925, he attend- 
ed the 70th reunion of his class at Har- 
vard University and received the degree of 
L. L. D. In June 1925, the library board 
of Minneapolis appointed him Librarian 
Emeritus and the following year the 386th 
St. Branch was renamed in his honor, The 
James K. Hosmer Branch. 


PERSONAL 


Solomon Sax, President of the Eveleth 
library board, died suddenly on April 
10th. Mr. Sax had been a member of the 
library board since its establishment and 
was deeply interested in library affairs on 


Lillie Lilliequist has resigned her posi- 
tion as librarian of the Eveleth Public Li- 
brary and sailed for Europe with her 


father early in May 





Marian R. Clark, Wisconsin Library 
School, assistant in charge of county ex- 
ibrary, Racine, Wiscon- 


tension, Publie Lil 
sin has been elected to sueceed Miss Lilliec- 
quist, and begins work June 15. 

Winnie Foster has resigned her position 
as librarian at International Falls. 

Pauline Field, formerly director of the 
Hennepin County Library, is substituting 
at International Falis until a permanent 
librarian can be secured. 

Irma Walker, reference librarian at 
Hibbing, 1919-19238, is returning to her 
former position July 1st. During her ab- 
sence she has been reference librarian at 
Long Beach, California. 

Dorothy Clemens, Western Reserve Li- 
brary School, who has had experience in 
the Cleveland Publie Library, has been 
appointed ecataloger in the Virginia Publie 
Library succeeding Martha Hays, who re- 
signed to become librarian at Hinsdale, 
Illinois. 


Elizabeth Battin, who has completed 


her course at the University of Wisconsin, 
returned to Faribault in March to com- 
plete the cataloging which she began last 
Miss Battin has been appointed 


summer. 
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school librarian at Mankato for the com- 
ing: year. 

Jennie Moen, assistant librarian, Thief 
River Falls,;has been granted a leave of 
absence and will spend the next three 
months at Osakis, her former home. Miss 
Grace Mostue will act as assistant libra- 
rian while Miss Moen is away. 

Mary Morrissey, for three years as- 
sistant hospital librarian at the Publie Li- 
brary, St. Paul, has become librarian, both 
of the patients’ and the medical library at 
the Sheppard and Enoch Pratt hospital in 
Towson, Md. 

Nina Stewart, who has served faithfully 
as teacher librarian at Northfield for a 
number of years, died late in April of per- 
nicious anaemia. The Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club of Northfield, of 
which she was a eharter member, has 
named a scholarship in her honor. 

Kaye A. Collicott (1925 Simpson Col- 
lege) for the past two years school libra- 
rian at Ely, has been awarded the Lydia 
C. Roberts fellowship in the Columbia 
University School of Library Service. 
These scholarships are awarded to natives 
of Iowa who are graduates of an Iowa col- 
lege or university, on the basis of scho- 
lastic training, seriousness of purpose, 
moral character and real need of financial 
assistance. The holders of these fellow- 
ships must state their purpose to return to 
Iowa for at least two years upon comple- 
tion of their studies. 

Mrs. Ethelyn Harrison, librarian of the 
Technieal High Sehool, St. Cloud, will be 
in charge of the study room for the li- 
University summer 





brary classes in the 
session. 

Miss Harriet Dutcher, reference libra- 
rian of the Duluth Publie Library, is going 
to Europe this summer and six members 
of the Duluth staff will attend summer 
School. 


PICTURES WANTED 


Have you any pictures showing the ac- 
tivities of your library? 

The Library Division is making an effort 
to secure a collection of photographs to 
illustrate all phases of library work. 
These will become part of our loan coilee- 
tion, and lantern slides will be made to be 
shown at the State Fair and on other occa- 
sions to advertise work in the state. 

We desire not so much photographs of 
buildings and rooms, but library activities, 
such as library exhibits, school and com- 
munity work, extension work, classes re- 
ceiving instruction in the use of the libra- 
ry, story hours and use of books by adults 
or any special group. 

There are no restrictions as to size, but 
pictures should be clear and _ outlines 
should be clean cut. Kodak pictures can 
be used if sufficiently clear. 

An immediate demand is for pictures to 
be shown at the convention of the League 
of Minnesota Municipalities in Minneapo- 











lis, June 14-16, but as this is to be a per- 
manent and we hope, a growing collection, 
please remember us whenever you have 
anything of special interest going on, and 
call in your ‘“‘official photographer.”’ 





NEWS FROM PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


NOTE—lItems of news for this column are 
solicited from all libraries in the _ state. 
These should be real news items, indicating 
some progress, or new plan which may be 
suggestive to other libraries. Notes should 
be sent to the Director of Libraries by the 
15th of the month preceding each issue of 
the bulletin, which appears quarterly in 
March, June, September and December. 

Anoka—tThe library building has been 
painted upstairs and down and the wood- 
work cleaned. A stage has been built 
across the end of the hall in the basement. 
The club women plan to complete the work 
by adding curtains, screens, etc., so that it 
can be used as a little theater. The first 
entertainment was given the first week in 
April. Some library benefits are planned 
to raise money for more books. The Phi- 
lolectian Club donated $50 to the . book 
fund. 


Blackduck—tThe library was classified 
and shelflisted in May by Mildred Methven 
of the Library Division. Plans are being 
made to add to the collection of children’s 
books. 


Blooming Prairie—The proceeds of an 
entertainment given by the Library Asso- 
ciation in the High School auditorium in 
February amounted to about $25. The 
program consisted of music and two short 
plays. In a talk by Supt. Kildahl on the 
use of the library, he stated that an av- 
erage of about 65 patrons visited the li- 
brary daily and about 350 people in the 
community made use of it. 


Canby—The Woman’s Club of Canby 
has undertaken the project of starting a 
public library. Miss Baldwin spoke at an 
open meeting of the club, April 18th, dis- 
cussing ways and means of organizing. <A 
library committee of the club met with 
the City Council, and $20 per month has 
been appropriated for heat, light and serv- 
ice. 


Carlton—tThe library board of Carlton 
gave a tea on the afternoon of February 
25th from three to five o’clock to the 
patrons of the library. A program con- 
sisting of songs, recitations and a playlet 
was given by children of the first four 
grades of the local school. Lunch was 
served to approximately one-hundred visi- 
tors by members of the board. A social 
hour was enjoyed, when those in attend- 
ance were privileged to inspect the books. 
The library room was festive in its deco- 
ration of plants and cut flowers. This tea 
was given to interest adults in the local 
library. Once a month a story hour is 


held for the children of the town. 
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Cass Lake—tThe library board has beep 
re-organized and a bake sale was held in 
March to raise money for new books. 


Chaska—The Civic League sponsored q 
program by Mrs. Edna Thomas Gordon at 
the Rex Theatre on May 14th, the pro- 
ceeds to go for books, for the library, 
Channing Pollock’s play, The Enemy, and 
a group of humorous numbers were read. 


Chatfield—In observance of “Better 
Homes Week,”’ the library placed a group 
of books of interest to the homemaker in 
the window of a down town store. 


Crookston—The library had an exhibit 
of books on music in observance of the 
Beethoven centenary. A complete set of 
bound Century magazines has been do- 
nated by Mrs. Miller. 


Detroit Lakes—The Detroit Lakes Li- 
brary Club put on a benefit entertainment 
May 9-10 to raise money for new books, 


Duluth—tThe contracts for the addition 
to the Main Library have been let and 
work has been started. The addition will 
include two wings to extend to the alley 
two stories high. 

The library participated in the Better 
Homes Show by supplying a model home 
library and a_ bookshelf for _ children. 
Speeches were made on Some Useful Books 
in the Home by the Librarian and on a 
Child’s Book shelf by the Supervisor of 
Children’s Work. Attractive mimeo- 
graphed lists on each subject were dis- 
tributed. A list of additions to the library 
is distributed at the desk twice a month. 
Another special list recently issued is 
Suggestions for a Garden Library, dis- 
tributed at the Garden Clinic of the Wo- 
man’s Club. 

The library staff participated in the 
winter frolic in costumes designed and 
made by themselves. The costumes won 
first prize for women’s costumes in the 
parade. 

An extensive exhibit was one of travel 
information consisting of large _ posters 
sent by railways, folders and booklets and 
maps. 

The St. Louis County Public Health As- 
sociation has appropriated $50 to be spent 
in establishing a public health library. 
The Duluth Public Library is cooperating 
by arranging special displays of health 
books. 

Elk River—A library benefit bridge 
luncheon was given in March under the 
auspices of the library board. 


Eveleth—tTentative plans for enlarging 
the Eveleth public library have been tak- 
en up by the city council. 

Fairfax—The public library has com- 
fortable and convenient quarters in the 
New Topic Theatre building. The circu- 
lation for the past year was 3,094. 

Faribault—Children of all ages came 
140 strong to the public library one Sat- 
urday morning in March to listen to sto- 
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ries by Dr. F. F. Kramer. The program 
consisted of several short stories espe- 
cially interesting to the little ones, Bible 


stories and a number of French folk - 


stories. 

Grand Rapids—At a recent meeting of 
the library board, it was voted upon rec- 
ommendation of the book committee, to 
purchase only such new books as shall 
have been read and approved by respon- 
sible persons. 


Hibbing—The Master Film of Norway, 
produced by the Association of Municipal 
Motion Picture Theaters of Norway and 
representing various parts and phases of 
the country, was shown in the North Hib- 
ping Library the last of March. 


LeRoy—‘‘Better Homes Week’’ was ob- 
served by a public meeting at the library, 
where an exhibit of pictures, handwork, 
china and woven materials was also 
shown. There was music and_ several 
talks on various phases of home life, in- 
cluding one on the ‘Home Library’ by 
the librarian, Elizabeth Ann Price. 


LeSueur—In spite of good publicity and 
the backing of the Commercial Club, the 
vote on the library tax was lost by 28 
votes. The entire vote cast was 456 which 
required 304 votes, the necessary two- 
thirds to carry. Only 276 votes were in 
favor of the library. 

Mabel—tThe library club put on a movie 
for the benefit of the Public Library. Hot 
waffles and coffee were served and $25 
was raised. 

Mankato—A gain in circulation of over 
6,000 books is shown in the annual re- 
port, with a total circulation of 96,266 or 
7 per capita. At the circulation desk a 
change to the date due system and the re- 
registration of borrowers has facilitated 
the work. A desk has been placed in the 
children’s room, with a librarian in charge 
two hours each day and all of Saturday 
afternoon, which has resulted in a better 
response to the needs of the children. 

Milaca—The public library in the vil- 
lage hall is in charge of a committee of 
the Home Civic Club. An addition of over 
100 books has lately been made, including 
70 books from the Boys Brotherhood class 
of the Congregational Sunday School. 

Minneapolis—Postal book delivery serv- 
ice was inaugurated by the Minneapolis 
Public Library, beginning April lst. It is 
expected to prove a boon to invalids, per- 
sons living a great distance from any li- 
brary branch and those prevented from 
visiting libraries at the regular hour. The 
mail service will require that the borrow 
deposit a dollar or more to cover the cost 
of postage. They will then be provided 
with a special parcel post card which will 
be their receipt for the deposit and books 
will be sent them as long as their deposit 
covers postage costs. It was pointed out 
by Miss Countryman that the postage cost 
will be less than the streetcar fare and 
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loss of time frequently required by a per- 
onal visit to the library. 

The Franklin Junior Branch opened 
Wednesday, April 27th, in a most pleasant 
room, fitted up by the Board of Educa- 
tion. Ruth Upton will be in charge. 

The new Roosevelt Branch had a cir- 
culation of 10,466 for March, exceeding 
every other branch except Sumner and 
Franklin. 

Hospital service has been extended to 
the University Hospital at the request of 
Dean Lyon, the University paying one- 
half of the expense. 


Owatonna—Between five and six hun- 
dred library ‘‘welcome’”’ notices were sent 
non-borrowers, whose names were found 
by checking library files with the city 
lists. One hundred copies of the A. L. A. 
list ‘“‘Fifty books for farmers’’ were dis- 
tributed from the Farm Bureau office. A 
program observing the Beethoven anni- 
versary was given on March 28th. This 
included a talk by Mrs. A. E. Monson and 
a splendid program of Beethoven music as 
reproduced by the Orthophonic. The Fifth 
Symphony was given in full. A living 
Christmas tree in the form of a six foot 
blue spruce was planted on the library 
lawn by the Nineteenth Century Club, in 
memory of Mrs. Nelson J. Eddy, first 
president of the club. An appropriate pro- 
gram of music and talks was given. 

Annual gifts of $25 from the Twentieth 
Century Club for the use of the children’s 
department, and $25 from Mrs. William 
H. Mork for beautifully illustrated chil- 
dren’s books have been received. 


The librarian recently visited the coun- 
ty agencies at Blooming Prairie and Ellen- 
dale. At Blooming Prairie, a talk on 
books and reading was given to the High 
School students. 


Pine City—The annual meeting of the 
Pine City Library Association was held in 
the library room on the evening of May 
3rd. The reports of the officers and li- 
brarian showed good progress in the use 
of the library. Miss Baldwin, of the Li- 
brary Division, gave a talk on problems of 
book selection, and reviewed some of the 
late fiction. Light refreshments were 
served. 


St. Paul—The Saint Paul Public Li- 
brary has issued the following lists: 

Management; a_ Selected List of 
books in the St. Paul Public Library, 
including books on business, office, em- 
ployment, factory, shop and other kinds 
of management. Eight pages. 

Seven League boots; a suggestive list 
of biographies for boys and girls of 
Junior and Senior High School age. 
Dr. Lee Monroe Miles, formerly an in- 

structor in the Union Medical College at 
Peking, was the speaker, April 25th, at 
the last evening book meeting at the St. 
Paul Public Library. His topic was ‘‘The 
present crisis in China.’’ He gave an his- 











torical resume of the treaties forced upon 
China by the various powers which have 
given rise to the present, anti-foreign 
movement, and made a plea for consider- 
ate treatment by the United States. 

A duplicate pay collection is being in- 
troduced in the Children’s Room of the 
St. Paul Public Library for the purpose of 
adding fresh copies of standard books es- 
pecially well illustrated and consequently 
always in demand; new fiction titles, and 
books on baseball and other school and 
out-door activities. Since the books in 
this collection will not be held on request, 
they will be readily available for readers 
desirous of borrowing attractive new 
books on short notice. The rental fee is 
comparatively small—five cents a week 
for every title borrowed, with an added 
charge of one cent for each day thereafter 
until the expiration of two weeks, when 
the minimum charge of five cents a day 
becomes effective. About 150 titles have 
been added, and a poster giving the rules 
for borrowing has been made, together 
with an accompanying list of titles in the 
group. 

The Fine Arts department of the St. 
Paul Public Library put on an exhibition, 
during the latter part of March and first 
part of April, of old costume and furni- 
ture. It comprised books, plates, inter- 
esting old wearing apparel, laces and fur- 
niture. 

Shakopee—The public library will 
be opened in tl firemen’s room of 
the city hall. 

South St. Paul—The new library 


ing is progressing satisfactorily and will 


build- 
} ‘ned early in tl s1imme The 
ie openet( eafriy in tn summer. 1 
council has levied a one mill tax for its 


support, which will produce an income of 


bout $8,600, a little more than $1 per 
capita. 

Taylors Falls—The public library has 
been added to the list of those receiving 
the International Mind Alcove books from 
the Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace. 

Thief River Falls—By keeping one eye 
on the thermometer and the other on the 
coal bin, the librarian has effected a sub- 
stantial saving in the cost of heating the 
I winter. Some new shelving in the 
torage ) i a recent improvement. 

Virginia—The annual report of the li- 
brary just received calls attention to som« 
figures in the American Library Survey. 
At that time the per capita circulation 
was 8.5 and it is now 12 plus. The per 


cent of fiction circulated is among the low- 
est ten in its class 

Warren—The Girls Community Club 
has appropriated another $10 to the pub- 
lic library fund. The circulation from the 
school and publie library was 700 in Feb- 
ruary and 900 in March, a most gratify- 
ing record for a town of 1800. 

Wheaton—Plans to establish a library 
in Wheaton are materializing. The pro- 


ceeds of a play added $250 to the funq 
and the American Legion Auxiliary do- 
nated $50. The library will serve not 
only Wheaton but the neighboring farm- 
ers as well. 

Willmar—tThe library was closed for a 
week in April for redecorating. 

Winona—The library cooperated with 
other organizations in celebration of Child 
Health day, by preparing a list of books. 


COUNTY LIBRARY NEWS 


dakota County—tThe librarian of South 
St. Paul, Miss Grace Dorival, and Miss 
Baldwin, of the Library Division, attend- 
ed the County Teachers’ Institute at Hast- 
ings on March 25, and spoke on the Coun- 
tv Library. Miss Baldwin emphasized the 
advantages of the county system, and 
Miss Dorival explained the service offered 
by the South St. Paul Publie Library. 

Hennepin County—Leaden skies and a 
cold drizzling rain failed to dampen the 
ardor of an enthusiastic group of branch 
librarians rho attended the Hennepin 
County Library Institute in Maple Plain 
on Saturday, May 7th. The meeting was 
called to order in the publie library at 11 
o'clock. Miss Berry called attention to 
certain rules and regulations and present- 
ed the summary of circulation for the 
month of April, giving a total of 26,334. 
There is a friendly rivalry among the 
branch librarians, and a great deal of in- 
terest in noting their rank in point of 
circulation. 

Roll-call began with Miss Amanda 
Johnson, the hostess librarian at Maple 
Plain. She reported an increase in refer 
enee work sinee the basic reference collec- 
been added, and more reading of 
non-fiction. 

Mrs. Stout, of Champlin emphasized the 





tion has 


ise that was being made of magazines, 

pecially the back numbers of the pic- 
torial magazines, whose pictures and coyv- 
ers were in great demand for posters 


Vrs. Dominick of Glen Lake said that 
their neighborhood is known as one of 
diversified farming and that it is one of 
diversified reading as well. Their college 
professors read about ducks and geese and 
he Honest to Goodness Farmers’ read 
Irench history. Her guiding principle is 
to know the day and deed, and supply the 
book to meet the need. She told many in- 
t incidents of the application of 
the principle. She also reported that they 
were using Boy Scouts to carry books to 
shut-ins 

The chief problem at Excelsior, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Bardwell, was the need of 
larger quarters. <A committee of the vil- 
large council was at work, and many peo- 
ple were interested, so the prospect for a 
better location was encouraging. 

Mrs. Pond, the new librarian at Bloom- 
ington, said that their library was largely 
a school library. Some of the children 
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took books home to parents, and it was 
very easy to keep in touch with the High 
School pupils, but more difficult to work 
with the grades. She began by visiting 
the grades to find out what they were do- 


ing and taking new books to them. For 
example, the fourth grade pupils were 
making an Indian camp. In Waheeneze, 
by Wilson, and Indian Child Life by 
Eastman, she found pictures and a _ dia- 
eram. She had stimulated a wide inter- 
est in reading by giving them books along 
the line of their work. The duty of the 


librarian was not to serve just the people 
who came, but to go out and get them and 
to study people and know their interests 


Mrs. Lueas, of Eden Prairie, said that 
their library in the consolidated school 
house ‘could report a steady growth, al- 
though nothing spectacular had been done. 
With the outdoors calling and cramming 
for tests, the children were not so eager 
to read, so list of 50 books had been 
prepared and arranged on tables and an 
honor roli of Good Reading was posted. 
The result was that when the 7th and 8th 
erades caine in for their reading hour, 23 
out of 30 took books. They were also pre 
paring lists for vacation reading. Her 
greatest problem was to get aduits to read. 
She had tried taking a basket full of 
books to echureh, and the first time, 18 
were given out. 


Vrs. White of Mound, said that her o] 


ject the past year had been to make con- 
tacts between the library and the schoo! 
and community An auspicious beginning 
was made in the fall when the new super- 
intendent invited her to the faculty meet- 
ing to evaluate the library. These meet- 
ings gave her a wonderful opportunity to 
in touch with the work and antici- 

the needs. <A contact with the com- 

mun was made through a talk to the 
Woman's Club on ehildren’s readin pre 
ceding book week. <A guessing contest of 
amous characters, using the Jessie Wil- 
cox Smith pictures, was very successful. 
Pnirty-five children entered and two were 
werfect The new books were exhibited 
cr. \. meeting. A stamp club has 
n started among the boys, and a High- 
school senior was found who had collected 
stamps all his life, and had all the neces- 
cary paraphernalia. The library was to be 
represented in the Spring exhibit. The 
boys had been using beoks on How to 
make thines and had some _ creditable 
things to show, including radio code 
transmission set. The girls were working 
on book plates and book marks. She 
showed some exeellent papers of 6th grade 


pupils on a visit to the library. One 11 
year old child has written some charming 
poems, and if not a second Hilda Conk- 
ling, certainly demonstrates that ‘‘Crea- 
tive Youth” is being developed through 
the library at Mound. 

Mrs. Biekford, of Wayzata, reported 
good results from posters with boys who 
would read nothing but Zane Grey. 
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The problem of obtaining quiet in the 
library at Long Lake was disturbing Mrs. 
Filiatreau. Some signs requesting ‘‘Quiet’’ 
were having good effect. 

Miss Burwell, of Minnetonka Mills was 
impressed with the wonderful personnel at 
these county meetings, which proved that 
it was the people behind the books which 
made them mean something to the com- 
munity. She had been making good use of 
current magazines, and was able to obtain 
many gifts from friends in Minneapolis. 
Many of her readers preferred magazines 
to books. She had taken advantage of the 
opportunity of reading to the younger 
children while y waited for the school 
bus. 

Miss Pollard, of 
that children from new Junior High 
Sehool were coming to the library on 
passes, and books were being sent to grade 
schools. 

Mrs. Johnson, of St. Louis Park, report- 
ed that she had made an effort to build 


the 


bbinsdale, reported 


to 
the 





up the circulation, with good results evi- 
dently, as her braneh headed the list for 
\pril. They were also sending books to 

‘ade buildings which were located at 
some distance from the library. 

Mrs. Vinson, of Edina, said that her 
problem is supplying the demand. The 
reference work with the school absorbs 
1ost of her time, and she has made a 
andy reference catalog for the topics 
most frequently called for. She is also 
ones 1 with the reading of the chil- 
a nd the problem has been solved 
tl igh cooperation with the teacher of 
English in the grades by using graded 
lists. She had devoted much attention to 
the eare of books, giving talks on how to 
open, turn pages, proper book-marks, care 
in handling reference books (not putting 
paper on an encyclopedia when making 








notes) how a book is made, ete. down 
into the younger grades, beginning ith 
the first time they come to the library. 
This is not only reducing the repair bill 
but is a good eivie lesson. 

An excellent luncheon was served by 
the Jadies of the Presbyterian Chureh in 
the basement of the church. The tables 
were decorated with spring flowers, and 
the mayor was present and made a brief 
speech after luncheon. 

At the afternoon session, which was 


open to the public, and held in the church, 
Miss Countryman spoke on ‘What it 
means to be a Librarian.’’ She began by 
saying that after the reports heard in the 
morning, it was not necessary for her to 
answer the question, as they had exempli- 


fied it most satisfactorily. Books are 
messages and it is the librarian’s aim to 
get the message. to the person who needs 


it, extending the value of an education. 
Books are needed to broaden and deepen 
human life, to give inspiration as well as 
education. To accomplish this purpose the 
librarian should have (1) Kindly under- 
standing. She must know what people 
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want and give help when it is wanted; (2) 
Active interest in people. She must un- 
derstand local conditions and serve all 
classes without partisanship; (3) Educa- 
tion and background. If one has not had 
educational opportunities, she can have it 
in her own library and be better educated 
each year; (4) Spirit of service. She 
must be willing to serve her community, 
and have enthusiasm for extra service. 


Why catalog a book? was the question 
answered by Miss Ruth Rosholt, head of 
the catalog department, Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library. She began by describing the 
kinds of catalog cards and their use, de- 
fining the catalog as a tool, which makes 
possible contacts between books and peo- 
ple. Copies of a pamphlet were distribut- 
ed and the necessary cards were made. 
This exercise was followed by an ‘‘Ask me 
another’’ catalog quiz, prepared to bring 
out the manifold uses of the card catalog. 


County library work in Minnesota was 
the subject of a talk by Miss Baldwin, of 
the Library Division. She reviewed briefly 
the history of the movement in the state, 
and told something of the types of work 
being done in the ten counties now giving 
service, calling attention to the constantly 
enlarging ideals of service. 

A map of Minnesota was displayed, 
with county libraries indicated, showing 
the large area which still has incomplete 
library service. The splendid spirit in 
Hennepin county was heartily commended. 

The meeting closed with resolutions of 
thanks to the hosts at Maple Plain. Most 
of those attending made short visits to the 
libraries at Long Lake and Wayzata on 
the way to town. 

Ramsey County—The Ramsey County 
book truck which will be ready for its 
first trip to rural districts the latter part 
of May has an especially constructed body 
on a Dodge chassis. The exterior of the 
truck is an inconspicuous grey-tan color 
with green lettering. The legend ‘‘Ram- 
sey County Library Service’’ is the sole 
ornamentation on the sides, but the rear 
door is to be fitted with a removable panel 
where posters may be displayed. As this 
door is opened borrowers may enter a 
cozy room 5x7 feet fitted with four shelves 
on either side where gay covered volumes 
will be displayed. A rack for current 
magazines and storage space for surplus 
book stock are arranged below’ these 
shelves. A 3 in. strip hinged to the front 
edge of each shelf serves the double pur- 
pose of a guard to hold books in place 
when the truck is in motion, and an ex- 
tension to the 9 in. shelves when the truck 
is open to the borrowers. This ledge as 
well as the drop shelf back of the driver’s 
seat add to the convenience of borrowers 
who wish to inspect books. 

To supplement the light from the cab 
and a large window in the rear door, the 
interior finish is to be of unstained bass- 
wood shellaced and varnished to reflect 
as much light as possible. There will also 
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be two dome lights in the ceiling as wel] 
as a small portable for use in emergencies. 

The special features of this ‘‘library on 
wheels’’ were designed after an inspection 
of several county trucks which have been 
found satisfactory elsewhere. The device 
for locking the shelf guard was adapted 
from the one used in the truck recently 
constructed for library service in Henne- 
pin County. 

The new Ramsey County truck will be 
used for bi-weekly trips to rural schools 
and homes as well as for deliveries to 
other distributing points. It is hoped that 
the entire county may be covered every 
two weeks. 

MYRA W. BUELL, 
Chief of Branch Division and Ramsey 
County Library Service. 





COUNTY LIBRARY CAMPAIGNS 


Blue Earth County—Three minute talks 
on the County Library were given at the 
Blue Earth County rally by Mrs. Jennie B. 
Johnston, librarian at Mapleton, and Miss 
Baldwin, of the Library Division. Mrs. 
Johnston explained that their library has 
always served the surrounding country 
and that they were in favor of the county 
system if they could share in the county 
tax. Miss Baldwin explained the law, and 
showed that every part of the county 
would benefit by the county system. 

Cottonwood County—At the _ Cotton- 
wood County rally held in Windom, April 
20, the play ‘‘Why Not’ was presented 
with considerable vigor. Sentiment was 
divided and it was voted that the clubs 
should discuss the matter at their meet- 
ings next year. 

St. Louis County—A budget and plan 
of service for St. Louis County was pre: 
sented to the Executive Board of the St. 
Louis County Club, meeting with the 
county commissioners in Duluth, April 
9th. The plan was worked out by the Li- 
brary Committee of the club of which 
Grace Stevens of Virginia is chairman. 
The Executive Board went on record as 
approving the plan. 

Library Extension Program—aA library 
extension program was broadcasted over 
WCCO on the afternoon of May 30th, un- 
der the auspices of the State Federation 
of Women’s Clubs. Miss Baldwin spoke 
on the Federation and Library Extension, 
Miss Myra Buell on Library Extension in 
Ramsey County, and Miss Ethel Berry on 
A Day on the Hennepin County Book 
Wagon. 

Miss K. E. Overbury, County Librarian 
for the West Riding of Yorkshire, spent 
several days in the Twin Cities the last 
week in May, studying especially the coun- 
ty systems in Ramsey and Hennepin 
Counties. Miss Overbury is sent by the 
United Kingdom Carnegie Trustees to 
visit libraries in the United States. 
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PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATIONS 





The Home Service Questionnaire 


With the desire to serve the real needs 
of Parent Teacher Associations more sat- 
isfactorily, 
Parents 
Home Service, 
man, has issued the following question- 
naire. 
tion and guidance of librarians, as many 
if not all of the questions have some bear- 
ing on library service. 
Mankato Teachers College is chairman of 
Children’s Reading, Prof. Spohn, St. Olaf 
College of Standards 
Harriet Wood of Home Education. 

Part I includes those questions 
closely related to library service, but Part 
II contains several striking book ques- 
tions. 


the Minnesota Congress of 
and Teachers, Department of 
Julia O. Newton, Chair- 


It is printed here for the informa- 


Emma Wiecking, 


in Literature and 


most 


Part I 


A. HOME EDUCATION 


Do you know your public or school li- 
brary needs for your local program of 
home education; such as funds for 
service, books, and equipment? 


Does your librarian send to the Coun- 
ty Library or to the State Library Di- 
vision for packages of books and for 
traveling libraries for your use? 

Does your librarian give demonstra- 
tions of the resources of the library 
to your club? 


Does she put you in touch with 

state opportunities for home educa- 
tion? 
Do you know why county libraries 
have been started in ten Minnesota 
counties, and how they were estab- 
lished ? 


Do you know why school and public 
libraries are cooperating in 32 Min- 
nesota cities? 


have an endorsed 
a certified full- 


Does your school 
teacher-librarian or 
time librarian? 


B. CHILDREN’S READING 


Has your local made use of the people 
available for talks on children’s read- 
ing? 


Has your local become interested in 
demanding a good selection of chil- 
dren’s books in your bookstores? 
What are you doing to get children 
interested in reading good books? 


“Children’s Book- 


What feature of 
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shelf’’ in the Minnesota Parent-Teach- 
er have you found most useful? 
What help in the future do you wish 
from the Committee on Children’s 
reading? 


C. STANDARDS IN LITERATURE 


Name five magazines most in demand 
from the school magazine rack. 
Name five magazines most commonly 
read at home by the upper grade and 
high school pupils. 

What has your Association done to 
see that the cheap sensational maga- 
zines are not available for sale in your 
community? 

Are good books and magazines offered 
as prizes in school and community 
contests? 

How much time on your programs for 
the past year has been given to dis- 
cussion of Standards in Literature? 


Part II 


D. HOME ECONOMICS 


What efforts have been made to stress 
home-making as a profession the same 
as law, medicine, teaching, etc.? 
What are the parents doing to ke>p 
up in their profession? 

Have the women in your local carried 


on Home Project work under the 
Home Demonstration Agent or the 
County Agricultural Agent? What 


projects? 

Do the girls in your school have Home 
Economics training? 

Is Girls’ Club work encouraged by the 
school authorities and the parents? 


E. SOCIAL STANDARDS 


Is chureh attendance required of the 
majority of the children? 

What use is made of leisure time by 
the young people in your school? 
What hours are set for evening func- 
tions and what chaperonage do you 
insist on? 

What standards do the companions of 
your children have? 

Do you supervise movies? 
tomobile? The reading 
children see and Use? 


Use of au- 
matter your 


F. THRIFT 


Have you a thrift chairman? 

Have you had speakers on Thrift at 
your Parent-Teacher Meetings? Ora 
Thrift Program? 











3. Is there a definite time for studying 
Thrift in your schools, other than the 
time taken for banking? 


4. Have you school banking in your 


schools? 

5. How have you used the suggestive out- 
line in Thrift given out at the 1926 
Convention? 





LIBRARY TRAINING IN MINNESOTA 
Hamline University 


Outside activities have been an enjoy- 
able feature of the Library Science Course 
at Hamline University. Three outside 
speakers have talked to the elass, Mrs. J. 
T. Jennings, Miss Elizabeth Robinson and 


Miss Wood. We have made several ex- 
cursions. I am more than ever convinced 
of their importance. It was exceedingly 


interesting to see at first hand how the 
libraries were organized and managed. 

The first outing took place in March 
when we visited the Waldorf Bindery in 
the Midway District. Mr. Logan, the su- 
perintendent, conducted us through the 
bindery, and showed us how books were 
bound and mended. The whole process 
from assembling the different sections of 
a book way through to the finished prod- 
uct was demonstrated. 

In April we made our second excursion 

this time to the University of Minne- 
sota. Mr. Walter received us most cour- 
teously, and provided a_ well-informed 
guide to conduct us through the Library. 
After a tour through all the different de- 
partments, as well as through the stacks 
and Seminar Rooms, we visited the beau- 
tiful Arthur Upson Room, unique for its 
book eolleection, furnishing and atmo- 
sphere. Before our departure Mr. Walter 
cave us a most inspiring talk on ‘‘Rare 
Books,’’ to which he added charm by al- 
lowing us to see and actually to handle 
the rare and unusual volumes which were 
shelved in the Rare Book Room of the Li- 
brary. 

On April 20 a third visit was made to 
the St. Paul Public Library. Mrs. Jen- 
nings, the Assistant Librarian, greeted us 
in her cordial and friendly way, and con- 
ducted us through the building. In the 
Class Room of the Library Training Class, 
Miss Dame, the Head Reference Librarian, 
for a whole period presented very help- 
fully the most useful, and also some of 
the more special reference books. Many 
of these books were expensive and not 
common to all libraries. 

Our fourth visit was made to the Hum- 
boldt High School and to the South St. 
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Paul school libraries. This trip was ar. 
ranged in cooperation with Miss Wood 
who conducted our party. Through the 
courtesy of Miss McCandless, the librarian 
at Humboldt, the class had lunch at the 
school. A most pleasant and instructive 
period was spent in examining the library, 
where the Vocational Director, Mr. Bill- 
ing, spoke enthusiastically of the eon- 
tract plan of cooperative public and school 
library service in operation at Pine Island 
where he was formerly superintendent. 

Krom Humboldt we took a car to South 
St. Paul High School. During our brief 
stay we were very conscious of the splen- 
did and cheerful service Miss Erickson 
was giving her students, so eager for in- 
formation and reading matter. Junior 
high school students were having a free 
reading period and went quietly on with 
their work. A call was made at one of 
the seven grade school libraries. Here 
the entire building even the 1B grade has 
pupil government. The enthusiastic prin- 
cipal, Miss Olson, showed us reading ta- 
bles and book cases in each room. The 
books come and go from the grade library 
housed in the principal’s office. 

ANNA C. LAGERGREN, Librarian. 


MOORHEAD STATE TEACHERS 
COLLEGE 


Outline of Library Training for One Year 
Rural Teachers 
(Given in the Methods Course) 

1. Study of classification for small libra- 
ries. Use the Elem. School Lib. Lists 
for this purpose. 

2. Marking of books. 

3. <Aecession record. 

4. Charging system. 


5. Book mending and cleaning. 
We usually diagnose cases, then mend. 
Practice is given in each step. 


6. The Use of books. 


a. For pleasure reading. 
(1) Some short reports on books 
read. 


(2) Students act as salesmen and 
sell books they like best to 
others in class. 

(3) Students make little exhibits 
of books they like. 

b. For supplementing regular cur- 
ricular subjects. 

(1) Mueh use is made of special 
books in regular methods of 
teaching geography, ete. 

7. During the four weeks period of prac- 
tice teaching the student teachers care 
for the libraries in the rural schools. 
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They take care of the charging sys- 
tem, help to mark books and help to 
stimulate the use of books. 
Prepared by MISS BIERI, 
State Teachers College, Moorhead 





RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


st. Louis County—To classify and ar- 
range a group of books of anywhere from 
one hundred to four hundred in number, 
in spare moments snatched from the al- 
ready over-crowded day of a rural school 
teacher, requires a real supply of willing- 
ness and diligence. The plan this year in 
St. Louis County was to start our program 
of improvement of libraries by completing 
before the end of this school year the first 


step—perfect classification and arrange- 
ment of books in every school. 

From the central office were sent State 
library lists, white ink, shellac, book- 
pockets, book cards, and mimeographed 
instruction sheets for each teacher. With 
the help of some of the older, reliable 
pupils in each school, the teachers went 
over their books for preliminary sorting 
and mending, before grouping them in 
classes and numbering them. 

The teachers have been required this 


year to send in an inventory of library 
books arranged according to classes. This 
will make it more possible, in ordering 
books for each school, to work up well 
varied collections. As all library books 
for the schools of the Unorganized District 
in this county are ordered through the 
Superintendent’s office, the teachers are 
permitted to mention their preferences 


during the year so that these books may 
be ordered for the next year’s collection if 
We shall attempt to fill in the 
classes in which each library is weak, and 
to replace the volumes which are discard- 


possible. 


ed each year. 
Our business manager has been sup- 
plied with copies of the blue-prints for 


library rooms and shelving issued by the 
Library Division of the State Department 
of Education. These will be referred to 
the architects chosen to carry out the 
1927-28 building program in our county. 
When we have thoroughly completed the 
classification of library books in _ ali 
schools, we shall stress the improvement 
of the library rooms in the hope of mak- 
ing them more attractive and consequent- 
ly more practical and usable. 

All of us who have been interested in 
our campaign to improve our libraries 
have felt that the increased interest and 
pride of teachers and pupils in their school 
libraries must have made their splendid 
eiforts—-and surely have made our efforts 


—very much worth while. 


HELEN ROSS, Supervisor. 
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SCHOOL LIBRARIANS’ 


CLUBS 


TWIN CITIES 


The April meeting of the Minneapolis 
High School Librarians was combined 
with the English teachers of the city. A 
dinner was held at the Y. M. C. A. and the 
discussion centered on the psychology of 
children’s reading. Librarians and teach- 
ers presented interesting observations. 
Most interesting however, was a student 
from the Edison High School, who pre- 
sented home reading from the point of 
view of a young reader. 

Our last meeting for the year will be 
held May 24 at the Business Women’s 
Club. 


M. R. GREER, President. 


RANGE SCHOOL LIBRARY CLUB 

The last meeting of the Range School 
Library Club was held at Burntside Lake 
on May 20-22 and was a spring conference. 
Although it was the first attempt it was 
very successful, and it will probably be 
repeated next year. There were twelve 
members present. 

The librarians arrived at Camp Van Vac, 
3urntside Lake, Friday evening. Satur- 
day morning a business meeting was held. 
Some very interesting book reports were 
given in response to roll call. After this 
the program for the 1927 N. E. M. E. A. 


was taken up. Dr. Evans of Ripon Col- 
lege and a school librarian were decided 


upon as speakers. 

Library outlines for the fourth and fifth 
grades were discussed, and copies are be- 
ing sent to members. 

The afternoon program began at two 
o'clock. Miss Grace Stevens’s paper on 
Modern Drama was read by Miss Ruth 
Weeding. This was followed by the read- 


ing of a play ‘“‘Riders to the sea’”’ by Miss 
Elizabeth Casey of Hibbing. Every one 


enjoyed both the paper and the play very 
much. 

Sunday morning the girls had a most in- 
teresting hike and field trip conducted by 
Mr. S. Olson, member of Ely Junior Col- 
lege faculty. 

SELMA PATCONAK, Secretary. 


NEWS FROM SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


(Items for this column are urgently re- 


quested from all school libraries and public 
libraries doing school work. Pass on your 


ideas). 


Baudette—The school library is being 
built up and additional shelving installed. 

Crookston—tThis last semester has seen 
a marked increase in the use of the li- 
brary and in the circulation of books in 
the Crookston school library . 

Miss Dorothy Hibbard, teacher-librarian 
at Crookston, was omitted by mistake from 
the list of schoo] librarians printed in the 
last issue of this bulletin. 

















Hibbing—An Older Girls’ Conference 
was held in Hibbing, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. Miss Beatryce A. Finn arranged 
a book exhibit for girls and leaders. The 
books were divided into four groups, and 
mimeograph lists of each group were 
made. A large number of people visited 
the school library, looked these books 
over and viewed the displays which the 
different girls’ clubs had sent. Several 
leaders or deans of girls were interested 
in the book collection. Miss Finn has also 
compiled some bookmarks which were 
printed in the school print shop. 

Lamberton — The following item ap- 
peared in a Lamberton paper: 

We would like to see a library in Lam- 
berton, a reading room where good maga- 
zines would be on the rack and good books 
on the shelves. Could not an arrange- 
ment be worked out to combine the school 
department with a public library? The 
suggestion is submitted for the considera- 
tion of the Community Club. 

Mankato—The high school library had 
the largest circulation during February of 
any month in the present school year. 

Nashwauk—The month of March has 
been the busiest in library history. Cir- 
culation is the factor most often used as 
an indication of progress. 

New Ulm—The New Ulm Review has 
had weekly articles about the school li- 
brary, giving a very full account of its ac- 
tivities and a historical sketch of its de- 
velopment. 

The collection contains 7030 volumes. 
F. W. Johnson and Mrs. H. L. Beecher 
have recently donated reference books, 
fiction and magazines. A gift of $50 is 
spent annually for books, the money com- 
ing from the Strickler-Doehne Fund. 

Community use has been encouraged as 
there is no public library. The children 
have a special library room and are read- 
ing excellent books. Grade schools and 
parochial schools come on different days. 

The circulation for March was nearly 
double that for March, 1926. Miss Erna 
Holzinger is the librarian. 

St. Paul Central High—Not all lesson 
preparation is made in the study hall at 
Central high school. 

From 350 to 600 students draw books 
from the school library each day for over- 
night service. 

There are 10,000 volumes on the shelves 
and teachers and students take out an av- 
erage of 80 each period of the day. 

Magazines and pictures supplement the 
book section. 








St. Paul— Van Buren — Because she 
loved books. 

And because she knew their value as a 
background for children, the late Laura 
Hand, well-known educator, is to have a 
library established in her memory at the 
Van Buren school. 


This school was selected as the most fit- 
ting place for the memorial as she was 
longest identified with that school and it 
was during her many years there, with the 
help of teachers and pupils, that she was 
able to equip the school with pictures, 
slides and an unusual amount of reading 
material for children. 

Teachers, friends, former pupils, includ- 
ing many of St. Paul’s foremost citizens, 
who knew Miss Hand, have banded to- 
gether in a citywide committee to carry 
on a campaign to raise the necessary 
funds. 


In remodeling the school recently a 
room was set aside for a library. It is 
purposed to furnish the room with modern 
library equipment, secure an endowment 
for the purpose of keeping a constant sup- 
ply of books and to place in the room a 
tablet designating it as the ‘‘Laura Hand 
Memorial Library.’”’” The room has an 
outside entrance so that adults as well as 
children may make use of the library. 

The Dayton’s Bluff Commercial club 
has indorsed the movement. 


Wadena—Lately during the _ short li- 
brary period I’ve been reading aloud to 
each grade a short selection, writes Miss 
Stewart, Public and School librarian. 
Something of educational value and sim- 
ple enough to be within their mental 
scope, and of sufficient interest to hold at- 
tention. In doing this I am trying to co- 
operate with the teachers in a desire to 
enlarge their vocabulary, encourage a cor- 
rect use of ordinary language, and inci- 
dentally, improve spelling. Each student 
is required to turn in a written report of 
the selection read, handed to me for cor- 
rection. 

Students are interested and really try 
to improve. The difficult words, or groups 
of words are writen on the blackboard (a 
new acquisition this year) spelled and 
talked over, to remind them of the con- 
nection in which certain words are to be 
used. 

One of our library patrons who was se- 
lecting a book in the other room while the 
class was ‘‘at attention’’ remarked on go- 
ing out, ‘I wish I could have snapped the 
buneh of children. They did look so in- 
terested and interesting.”’ 
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